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WELCOME  

 

     ‘Yamma  

Dummarung’ 

Wiradjuri Greeting  



WIRADJURI / WOTJOBULAK   

Wiradjuri 

Wotjobulak  



 

What is National 
Close the Gap Day? 



CLOSE THE GAP DAY 

17 March 2022  



 

What are the gaps we 
are trying to close? 



www.closingthegap.pmc.gov.au 

 

Closing the Gap 

Report   

http://www.closingthegap.pmc.gov.au/


www.closingthegap.pmc.gov.au 

 

Closing the Gap 

Report   

• to increase the proportion of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children enrolled in 

early childhood education to 95% 

by 2025. 

 

• to increase Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander children assessed 

as developmentally on track in all 

five domains (physical health and 

well-being, social competence, 

emotional maturity, language and 

cognitive skills, communication 

skills and general knowledge) of 

the Australian Early Development 

Census (AEDC) to 55% by 2031. 
 

http://www.closingthegap.pmc.gov.au/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/about-us/our-story/contact-us


 

 What are the barriers to 
Indigenous children’s 
participation in early 
childhood education? 

 





 

 What do current statistics 
show us in 2022? 

 



 

 

•  34% of the 

Indigenous 

population is under 

the age of 15 

 

• 54% of the 

Indigenous 

population is under 

the age of 25 

 

• 77.9% of the 

population is under 

the age of 44 years  



 

Current Indigenous 

Children 2022 

                    Languages spoken  
      

 

1:10 Indigenous people speak an 

Australian Indigenous language  

Housing  

 

 

38% of families own a house compared to 

66% non-Indigenous  

Birthweight  

 

Aboriginal babies continue to be more 

than twice as likely to be of low birth 

weight compared to all WA babies 

Developmentally on track  

 

35% of Indigenous children were 

deemed to be developmentally on 

track, compared with 57% of non-

Indigenous 

Smoking in pregnancy  

 

Aboriginal women are significantly more 

likely to smoke during pregnancy than 

non-Aboriginal women 

Ear disease 

 

twice as likely to suffer ear diseases 

and hearing problems as non-

Aboriginal children and young people.  

 

 

 

CLOSING THE GAP 

 

Teenage fertility rate  

 

The teenage fertility rate for Aboriginal 

women aged 15 to 19 years increased 

over the last decade.  

Motherhood  

 

The median age of Aboriginal women 

who give birth is 24.7 years, more than 

5 years lower than all other mothers  

Hospital rates  

 

Aboriginal children are considerably 

more likely to be hospitalised for injury 

than non-Aboriginal children 

Interpersonal violence  

 

10 X more likely to experience 

interpersonal violence 

Child protection  

 

Indigenous children aged 0–12 were 

almost 7 X as likely to be the subject of 

a substantiation notification for child 

abuse and neglect 

Child Protection  

 

8 X more likely to be child protection  

 

 

Detention  

 

Indigenous children aged 10–14 were 36 

X as likely to be in detention 

 



 

Current health & social  

conditions 2022 

All Cardio-vascular disease 

     

15% of total Indigenous deaths        

were caused by heart disease.  

1:5 over the age of 17 have         

indicators of heart disease.    
 

Dementia  

 

Dementia affecting     

     Indigenous Australians 

   at earlier rate (45 -65).   

Diabetes  

 

4 X more common.  

In 2018, second leading                  

cause of death 

Dental & Oral health  

 

More cavities, tooth loss,                    

gum & periodontal disease.                      

Less likely to seek                                 

preventative care (2017) 

Cancers  

 

45% more deaths  

Mortality rates higher (2018)            

Kidney Diseases 

 

Higher death rates.  

10 X more hospitalizations. 

1:5 over the age of 18 have              

indicators of chronic                         

kidney diseases (2019)  

 

 

CLOSING THE GAP 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases  

 

3 X rate of chlamydia,                                  

7 X rate with gonorrhoea,                         

and 5 X with syphilis                             

compared with general  

population (2016) 

Respiratory diseases  

 

30% report long-term  

respiratory condition.  

Death rate is 5 X that  

of non-Indigenous Australians 

Ear Conditions  

 

85 per cent of people that                   

are hard  of hearing are                    

over the age of 50 (2019) 

Eye & Ear Health  

 

40% of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 

people report eye conditions + 85 per cent 

of people that are hard of hearing by 50                   

Mental Health  

 

2.5/5 diagnosed + 

‘higher psychological                      

distress’ (2020) 
 

Median Age  

 

The median age of an Indgienous person 

in Australia is 23 years of age  
 

Death by Suicide  

 

Suicide rates triple  non-Indigenous 

counterparts (15-24 & 25-34 age range) & 

double the rate (35-44 year range). Suicide 

is the leading cause of Indigenous 

adolescent deaths  (2019) 



 

How does this relate to 
Early Childhood Education? 



NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARDS 

IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATION AND CARE (ACECQA) 

mandates to 

values 

Australia’s 

Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait 

Islander 

cultures 



 EARLY CHILDHOOD AUSTRALIA’S 

CODE OF ETHICS 

Acknowledges Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait Islander ways 

of being and caring for 

children, as informed by 

the principles in the United 

Nations Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples  



 WALKING TOGETHER  

• Welcoming Aboriginal & Torres 

Strait Islander families & 

children 

• Increasing educators, families 

and children's’ knowledge and 

understanding of Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait Islander people, 

histories, cultures, 

perspectives & contemporary 

contexts 

• Contributing to reconciliation 

& countering racism & 

discrimination 



 

What can I do to support 
Close The Gap Day in my 
Early Childhood Service? 



FAMILY HISTORIES  

Locate where you 

were born.   

Who are the 

traditional owners? 

 

Where were your 

parents born?  

Who were the 

traditional owner? 



INDIGENOUS GAMES  



INDIGENOUS GAMES  



DOLLS & PROPS  



BLOCK PLAYING  



PARENT VIDEO NIGHTS 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 



COLLECTION OF  

INDIGENOUS BOOKS  



 COLLECTION OF INDIGENOUS           

BOOKS FOR STAFF 



 

What does AJ do to help 
Close The Gap? 



 MENTORING 

IN SCHOOLS  



WORK IN REMOTE 

COMMUNITIES  

 



CULTURAL 

AWARENESS 

TRAINING  



MENTAL HEALTH  

WORKSHOPS 



Playlist Three: Quick Fact Vaults  

Playlist Nine: Woodleigh School’s Indigenous Mentoring Program 

Playlist Ten: Scotch College Mentoring Program  

Playlist Eleven: Camberwell Grammar School Mentoring Program  

YOUTUBE  

CHANNEL 



RESEARCH  



AWARDS  



THANK-YOU  

 

‘Madang Uway’ 

Wiradjuri Farewell  




